
Living Shoreline on the Bay
90 Beach to 65 Beach

Living Shoreline on the Bay is a proposal to revitalize the exisitng waterfront in 
Rockaway Beach from Beach 90 St. to Beach 65 St. It will do so in two phases:

1. Allow the bay to retake land under the current high tide zone, creating a 
porous and natural shoreline that aims to create and foster the existence of 
salt marshes, protected wetlands, and parks/open spaces for residents to 
enjoy. 

2. Activate existing city-owned vacant lots with the injection of pop-up parks 
that encompass three different tyopologies of activity. These will be a market 
(economy), a community theater (arts), and an urban farm (food). 

Salt marshes work to absorb excess water from flooding and storm surge, 
protecting the shoreline against erosion and fostering habitats for diverse 
wildlife species and filtering pollutants from the bay. This proposal will use 
natural remedies to address the polluted water, such as oyster farms and blue 
mussel beds, which offer an opportunity for the community to engage with 
waterfront educational activites while benefitting from the natural filtering 
that the species offer. This proposal will also inject community amenities, 
such as a boat launch, an ADA kayak launch, an outdoor ampitheater, a fishing 
pier, a public pool, and sports courts, among other leisure activites. 
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Smooth Cordgrass
Helps stabilize soil, reduce 

erosion, and provides critical 
habitat for fish, crustaceans, 

and birds

Marsh elder
Adds vertical structure to the 

marsh, provides shelter for 
wildlife, and helps with soil 

stabilization.

Glasswort
With a unique tolerance to 
salt, glasswort adds to the 
marsh’s plant diversity and 
serves as food for birds and 

other wildlife

Saltgrass
Helps prevent erosion and 

creates a habitat for insects 
and small animals.

Elevated track

Natural oyster farm
Oysters filter out particles 
that often contain excess 
nitrogen and phosphorus, 

which can come from 
agricultural runoff, sewage, 

and stormwater.

Waterfront berm
Waterfront berms are 

placed along the 
perimeter of new green 
spaces to protect inland 

residents from storm 
surge and flooding

Blue mussel beds
Mussel farms and restoration projects 

help reduce pollution in coastal and 
estuarine areas. Unlike oysters, 

mussels can thrive in colder, 
high-energy environments with strong 

currents, allowing them to be 
cultivated in locations where oysters 

might not survive.

Provides essential habitat for 
nesting birds and protects 

marshlands from wave 
erosion

Saltmeadow 
Cordgrass

Reduce the energy and 
impact of waves in coastal 

and waterfront areas

Wave attenuating piers

New piers are constructed 
and incorporate shelter for 

sport and recreational fishing
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Waterfront amenities 

Bay Breeze Park

Dog
park

Oyster observation deck

Original shoreline

Low tide path
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Shell pile substrate for oysters
Boulders and integrated tidal pools
Kayak launch
Lookout platform toward city 
Fish habitats in intertidal zones
Boat launch
Community pool
Ampitheater
Berm 
Wave attenuating piers

Community nature path x WXY 
Berms for flood protection 

Community theater

Playground

Market

Urban farm

Fishing pier

NYCHA
Hammels House

NYCHA
Carleton Manor

Restored marsh edge

Oyster farmLow tide observation deckLookout point
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